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Greater New Orleans Foundation Named Outstanding Foundation
(ARLINGTON, Va.) – For its extraordinary work in supporting the local community, especially after Hurricane Katrina, The Greater New Orleans Foundation is the recipient of the 2009 Award for Outstanding Foundation presented by the Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP).
The award honors a foundation that demonstrates outstanding commitment through financial support and through encouragement and motivation of others to take leadership roles in philanthropy and national, international and/or community involvement. The Greater New Orleans Foundation will receive the honor on March 31, 2009, at the Awards for Philanthropy Banquet during AFP’s International Conference on Fundraising in New Orleans.

Founded in 1983, the foundation has become the region’s leader in promoting the power of giving, serving 13 parishes in Louisiana through assets that have grown from nearly $4 million to $190 million. But it has been its remarkable response to Hurricane Katrina that has made the foundation one of the leading voices in the charitable sector across North America and a model of response and innovation in responding to the overwhelming needs of the New Orleans community. 
“When we look back, it was the overwhelming generosity of our donors that enable us to do our work,” said Chairman of the Board of Trustees Myron E. Moorehead, M.D. “They have made it clear that they, like us are committed to building a new New Orleans – a city proud of its history and its heritage but keeping the needs of the future in mind,” 

The foundation was primarily reactive in the immediate aftermath of Katrina, granting more than $42 million to nonprofits working to rebuild the ravaged region. By mid-2007, the foundation shifted to a more strategic pro-active role, focusing its grantmaking on three major issues that would help sustain the community—education, housing and employment—while continuing to promote equity in racial and other issues throughout all of its projects. 
One of its most important achievements has been the creation of the Community Revitalization Fund, a collaboration between 11 national foundations and nine local foundation working together to address the issue of affordable housing in New Orleans after Katrina. With $25 million invested, the fund’s goal is to grant $5 million annually to local nonprofits and national groups to promote equitable and effective housing systems, resulting in more than 6,000 rehabilitated or new housing units in Orleans Parish.

The foundation is also working beyond just New Orleans, helping other communities hit hard by Hurricane Katrina. It has helped to launch community foundations in Plaquemines, St. Bernard and Jefferson parishes and is supporting those organizations in identifying key needs and implementing initiatives to make the most effective philanthropic impact on those areas. 

“The accomplishments of the Greater New Orleans Foundations are simply astounding given the difficulties and hurdles it has had to overcome,” said Paulette V. Maehara, CFRE, CAE, president and CEO of AFP. “Hurricane Katrina was a unique crisis in the history of our country, but the foundation rose to the challenge, and in doing so, created a model for disaster response, strategic review, and programming that will be helping New Orleans and countless areas to come for many years. AFP is humbled to be able to recognize the Greater New Orleans Foundation for its extraordinary work and impact.” 
* * *
The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) represents over 30,000 members in 200 chapters throughout the world, working to advance philanthropy through advocacy, research, education and certification programs. The association fosters development and growth of fundraising professionals and promotes high ethical standards in the fundraising profession. For more information, go to www.afpnet.org.
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